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My Paper

I will be speaking on Criminal justice and what happens in NSW People with an Intellectual Disability are often come under the notice of Police and court they are likely to be refused bail or sentenced to long prison terms what happens is in some areas there is not the right support that is needed 

What services we have at present 

There is The Dept of Ageing Disability and home care. (DADHC) Criminal Justice Support Network Intellectual Disability Rights Service NSW Council for Intellectual Disability and the Criminal Justice Coalition and other services all play a role 

CJSN provides Court support for People with an Intellectual Disability and Police support I am employed by CJSN as a casual Educator to talk to people who are training to do court and police support I am a Director of NSWCID that is a peak body that protects the rights of people with an intellectual disability
In NSW the Dept of Corrective services has 4 Disability units 1 at Long Bay Prison

1 at Goulburn prison in the Minum Security section of the jail there is another at Kirkconnell that is Near Bathurst West of the Blue Mountains 

The Dept of Corrective Services had some New Disability units built however they had not been occupied as there are no program staff to run the units 

What needs to be done?

There needs to be programs in place to ensure that people with an intellectual Disability can go to instead of Jails

Most prisoners lose their home as there pension gets cancelled while in jail
The dept of ageing Disability Homecare should ensure that people have a place when they leave jail or going for Parole or bail

The Social Security Act would need to be Reviewed so people with an intellectual disabity do not lose there pension
Accommodation 

We are still fighting for better accommodation for people with a intellectual disability who are getting out of Jail or parole there needs to be better programs they can tap into 

Such as stress management and other programs to keep people out of jail

Employment

Some employers will not employ a person as they had been in jail they are lablaled a Jail bird. Employers should not be allowed to discriminate people on the bases of Criminal Convictions
Every agency needs to work together to get the best outcome for people with a intellectual Disability
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